430        A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
During this period education became free in the cities and "rate
bills3' were abolished hi all the states. State control in education
was made complete through the extension of chief school officers and
boards of education to all states, and the control assigned a central
administration was greatly increased. The establishment of superin-
tendences in counties and other intermediate units also became
general, and the cities completed the unification of their school systems
under superintendents.
The development of education on the higher levels was likewise
consummated. High schools grew enormously in number and size,
and the right of a school district to establish and support them was
settled through the Kalamazoo decision. A remarkable growth took
place hi the number of colleges, universities, and professional schools,
and the foundation of state universities came to its height, especially
after the passage of the Morrill Act. Colleges for women grew apace,
coeducation was instituted in state and other universities, and co-
ordinate education was developed.
Intensive changes were made in the content and method of public
school courses, and great advancement in textbooks on various sub-
jects took place. Normal schools and professional training for teachers
in the universities sprang up everywhere, schools of education and
teachers colleges came into vogue, and a scientific study of children and
education was undertaken.
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